Save on favorites throughout the store with a 
Buy 4, Save $4 Mix & Match sale! 


What a deal! © 


Have Colts sunk to lowest point 
in history of their franchise? 


Sports, 1C 
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“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” II COR. 3:17 CITY EDITION 


DEJANAE’S JOURNEY 


When you've been to the depths of despair, it’s fulfilling to let others know that there’s a way out 


De’Janae Simpson flits around the hundreds of folks gathered at Eagle Church in Whit- 
estown with nervous energy. It’s not the first time this 17-year-old has addressed so many 
people, but she wants to appear polished, mature, successful. 

She’s also worried that her 4-1/2-month-old daughter, Za’Nyla, might spit up on her outfit. 

“She always gets me at the worst times,” De’ Janae said last month, after greeting me witha 
hug and a smile. 

That smile. It’s always there. But if you look beyond it, just around the edges, you'll see all 
the pain and suffering De’Janae has experienced in her short life. You'll see the fear and 
uncertainty. But there’s also determination and strength. There’s a blossoming young wom- 
an who appears capable of taking on whatever comes her way. 

I closely watch the faces in the room as De’Janae speaks from the auditorium’s stage at 
Eagle Church. It was important for me to see how open these white, mostly well-to-do, 
church-going folks would be to a vulnerable African-American teen as she bared her soul and 
shared her secrets. The crowd seemed enthralled by De’Janae, listening intently, nodding 
encouragingly, smiling. See DE’JANAE, Page 6A 


De’Janae Simpson, 17, works 
on various homework 
assignments on her bed at 
home on Wednesday. MYKAL 
MCELDOWNEY/INDYSTAR 


“I want to finish 
strong, | have to 
finish strong. Pll 
do whatever | 
need to do.” 


De’Janae Simpson, 17 


Suzette Hackney 
Columnist 
Indianapolis Star 

USA TODAY NETWORK 


Uindy journalism students 
team up with IndyStar 


From Staff Reports 


Season of hope, then tragedy 


Evansville team died on ‘the night it rained tears’ 


John Martin 
Evansville Courier & Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


First of a three-part series 
KKK 

EVANSVILLE, Ind. — They would be 
in their 60s now, men of different ca- 
reer paths and life experiences, per- 
haps with families of their own. 

Photos of them in white and purple 
basketball uniforms with “ACES” 
stitched on the front might be in frames 
or in a box somewhere. They would be 


memories, conversation starters, neat 
things to show friends, children and 
grandchildren from time to time. 
Tragically, the 1977-78 University of 
Evansville men’s basketball team and 
its head coach — himself a relatively 
young man — did not get to grow old. 
Forty years ago this month, a DC-3 
airplane carrying the Aces to a game in 
Tennessee crashed shortly after taking 
off in rain and dense fog. Pieces of the 
airplane, bodies and purple gym bags 


See CRASH, Page 4A 


Fourteen Evansville players died ina 
plane crash on Dec. 13, 1977. 
GREG SMITH/COURIER & PRESS FILE PHOTO 


For this past semester, IndyStar has 
teamed with 14 journalism students at the 
University of Indianapolis for a special report- 
ing project that focused on the response to 
service requests to the Mayor’s Action Center. 

Jeanne Criswell’s investigative reporting 
class analyzed data, conducted dozens of in- 
terviews, produced videos, took photos and 
wrote the stories. They were assisted by In- 
dyStar News and Investigations Director Al- 
vie Lindsay, reporter Tim Evans, USA Today 
Network data journalist Mark Nichols and as- 
sistant professor of communication Steven 
Koehn. 

See the results, Page 27A. 


@ Usa TODAY 


Sexual harassment turns into political 
wedge issue. 1B 
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Not all VIP packages in Indianapolis are 


Priceless or not worth it? 
created equally. 1E 


High 38° X Low 17° 


| Weather 
Chilly. Forecast, 32A 
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